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Londoner’s Diary: Chelsea
Lodge party leaves a very
nasty taste

In today’s Diary: Chelsea brunch leaves a
very nasty taste / Keir Starmer’s fundraising
woes / Keith Allen’s cheesy musical / Daisy
Waugh becomes a yogi / Stars come out for

Banksy
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S ociety hangout Chelsea Lodge is
beloved by Sloane Rangers for its
bottomless brunches. But one party has cast
a shadow over the venue.

In March, a brunch attended by more than
90 guests was cut short when four women
fell ill. Some said they thought they had
been spiked. A police investigation found
insufficient evidence of spiking but one girl
who got sick was found to be 17 at the time.

The manager on the day was sacked, and
police told the bar to use an ID scanner on
the door. Now the Licensing Authority has
recommended stricter conditions, asking
the bar to stop stand-up drinking and only
serve alcohol with food during daytime
hours. A local told us “London needs pubs
and clubs but they need to be in control”
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